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Colonel Willis L. (Bill) Waldron, Jr. is the Vice Wing Commander of the 179th Airlift Wing.  The 179th Airlift Wing is comprised of nearly 1000 personnel who operate and support C-130 airlift missions across the globe.  Personnel provide combat airlift, combat support and combat services support, as well as humanitarian relief efforts on a worldwide scale.  Members of the 179th AW have most recently been involved with Iraqi Freedom, Operations Enduring Freedom and Noble Eagle, as well as humanitarian missions in the Balkans, Southwest Asia and Central America. 

A graduate of Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio, Colonel Waldron also studied at the General Motors Institute of Engineering, Wright State University, and Ashland University. He holds a Master’s Degree in Strategic Studies from the Air Force Air War College in Montgomery, Alabama. He enlisted in the Ohio Air National Guard as a traditional guard member in January 1967. For eight and one-half subsequent years, he served as a Telecommunications Systems Controller and NCOIC of Communications Focal Points at the 269th Combat Communications Squadron and 251st Combat Communications Group in Springfield, Ohio.

Colonel Waldron was commissioned with Academy of Military Science Class 0-82-4 in May of 1982. He assumed Communications Systems and Maintenance Officer positions, again with the ANG Combat Communications units in Springfield. He transferred to the 179th Airlift Wing in 1986, serving two years as Communications Officer in the 179th Communications Flight, two years in Aircraft Maintenance Control, and 3 years as Social Actions Chief. In 1993, he was appointed Wing Executive Officer and served in that capacity until January 2000. Detailed to the 179th’s Quality Office for almost five years of this tour, he was instrumental in preparing the Wing for the Air National Guard’s first Quality Air Force Assessment. He later assisted in preparing the Air National Guard Readiness Center, The Army Research & Development Center and ANG units in Kentucky, Iowa, New Jersey, Tennessee, and the District of Columbia for their assessments.  Colonel Waldron was named 179th Vice Commander in December 2003.

Colonel Waldron’s professional military education includes Squadron Officer School (correspondence, 1987), Air Command and Staff College (seminar, 1997), and Air War College in-residence (class of 2001.)

His military awards and decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster, the Air Force Commendation Medal with two clusters, the Air Force Achievement Medal with two clusters, and the Expert Marksmanship Ribbon with star device. Other awards include the Major General Willard W. Millikan Honor Graduate Award (AMS Class 0-82-4), Outstanding Ohio Air National Guard Second Lieutenant (1983), and 179th Airlift Wing Outstanding Junior Officer (1988.)

In a civilian career that spanned 33 years, Colonel Waldron held positions in aerospace engineering, marketing, total quality development, business planning, and telecommunications management. 

Colonel Waldron is married to Major (retired) Patricia L. (Van Genderen). Waldron and has four daughters, from a previous marriage.
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