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Colonel Mark L. Stephens is the Commander of the 179th Airlift Wing.  The 179th Airlift Wing is comprised of nearly 1000 personnel who operate and support C-130 airlift missions across the globe.  Personnel provide combat airlift, combat support and combat services support, as well as humanitarian relief efforts on a worldwide scale.  Members of the 179th AW have most recently been involved with Iraqi Freedom, Operations Enduring Freedom and Noble Eagle, as well as humanitarian missions in the Balkans, Southwest Asia and Central America.

Colonel Stephens was born in Columbus, Ohio on December 15, 1957.  At the age of four, the Stephens family moved to Cleveland, Ohio where he spent the rest of his childhood.  He graduated from John Marshall High School, Cleveland, Ohio in June 1975.  He attended Cleveland State University graduating in June 1980 with a Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing.  Colonel Stephens completed Squadron Officers School in October 1992, Air Command and Staff in 1996, and Air War College in February 2000. 

Colonel Stephens enlisted in the Ohio Air National Guard in June 1980 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in September 1980, graduating as a distinguished graduate from the Academy of Military Science at McGhee Tyson ANGB, Knoxville, Tennessee.  He was then selected for pilot training and graduated from Undergraduate Pilot Training (UPT) at Williams AFB, Arizona in November 1981.  He returned to the 179th Airlift Group as a Mission Ready Copilot and a traditional guardsmen in April 1982 after completion of Initial C-130 training at Little Rock AFB, Arkansas.

In 1983 Colonel Stephens accepted a position with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) as an Air Traffic Assistant and after graduating from the FAA Academy in 1985, he became an Air Traffic Specialist.  He worked in this capacity until accepting a technician position in 1987. Since that time Colonel Stephens has served as the Chief of Safety, Chief of Airfield Operations, Assistant Chief of Standardization/Evaluation, Chief of Current Operations, Operations Support Flight Commander and 179th Operations Group Air Operations Officer.  He assumed command of the 179th Airlift Wing on 13 December 2003.

A Command Pilot with more than 5,000 military hours, he has flown the T-37, T-38, C-130B, E, and H2.  Some of his military awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal with one device, Air Force Achievement Medal with two devices, Joint Meritorious Unit Award, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with one device, Air Force Combat Readiness Medal with seven devices, National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with silver hour glass and M device, and Ohio Faithful Service Medal with four devices. 

He is a life member of both the National Guard Association of the United States (NGAUS) and the Ohio National Guard Association (ONGA) where he has served in a variety of positions.

Colonel Stephens is married and has three children.

Current as of December 2003
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